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in return for the wounding of our men by skulking sealawags.
It was pitiful, but it was war,

The Nineteenth Illinois was next put to guarding
bridges in little squads seattered in stockades along the
railroad from Huntsville to Decatur, and thenee to Columbia.
When the Confederate army under General Bragg moved
from Chattanooga, by Sparta and Carthage, to invade
Kentucky, and had struck at Buell's communications be-
tween Bowling Green and Frankling, the Brigade was eon-
concentrated at Nashville. The Nineteenth was one of the
lust regiments withdrawn from the front, during which
movement it had several times to fight the enemy, each time
suceessfully. It was a way we had in those days of long ago.
We reached the capital of Tennesszee the fifth of September,
1862, and remained there under Negley during the partial
blockade of the city against Breckenridge's foree, meanwhile
having our full share of guard and picket duty, short ra-
tions, and sharp skirmishes. At Edgefield Junction, on the
fifth of November, we had quite a time of it with Forrest's
Cavalry, and repulsed him handsomely in that spirited affair.
It looked oceasionally during the seige as though we might
have to surrender, unless speedily reinforced; and while it
was no easy matter to hold Nashville and gather supplies
from the country round, as we had to do, this was suceess-
fully accomplished.

After the Battle of Perryville (or Chaplin Hills), Ken-
tucky, fought Oetober 1-8, by a part of Buell's army and
Bragp's full foree, and which was a serious defeat to the
Union troops, Major General W. 3. Rosecrans superseded
Don Carlos in command. This was brought about by
General Orders No. 168, War Department, which also
changed the name of the “ Army of the Ohio” to that of
“Department of the Cumberland” while designating the
troops in this new Department as the Fourteenth Army
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Corps.  This designation of department soon gave |.l'|;l.;'1-.
to the more appropriate and popular oI ul ."|.t'|:n._'-.' of 1
Cumberland, and it so remained ever atter, ."L]u.l_.lt Wil .-.1
a small but effective part of that Army that l_tu- ‘.‘_\mu-_n-u-lm !
IMinois gained nearly all the renown and distinetion 1t evelr
hore. _ ; : :
With Nashville secure in his possession, ].nlln.{'.l'l-lll'i
turned his attention to the re-establishment ol :|'l|.'1 :n-u|_~._,_:;|‘u.
on the seventh of November he announced in General ”\1\;.”:
its reorganization. Under the new zu'l':ummmlnlI.It.w ! '”“5.
teenth was brigaded with the l-l:ghtw-nlll ;_uul ?"lh1}-:l|:|tl .
Ohio and the Eleventh Michigan Infantry I'I'j.’,lﬂll.i'I‘It.‘-'.il.l‘H t l:lll-:
we came to be in the Second Hrigmlp: l_‘t_ﬂum-i I ”.- ’H.i“” I--1|
commanding,* and in the Second Division, Htltlt'l_l:-:l'll{!t'[.:
James 8. Negley. We were already begini ling to like | -IL[" 1
crans, and we are proud to have served with Imu,lw.-: ."-TLI. ! “.
for nearly a whole year. Few f'un||u.~nul_+-!'.- of lis Il|nm
possessed such military kmm'l.mfgar anad !1~|'1|_h_1_y in l]I].I‘.I fu‘uml
of trial, seems to be the sumning up ol nulmu-_;,- 1'“1Il| .;_ Iu.
Major General Rosecrans. To us he was tih'-l'fl}."- I:l] B0 ILI: r
brave, accomplished, and devoutly religious. Ol {”.h] _'v...
as we soon came to call him, was, however, a man ol ui;\
nature, the hot spirit sending a flush into his tm.-vl. & |.-|
temper subsided as quickly as it rose, anid his troops adore
him. | . |
By the middle of Nm'c-m]wr: 1862, 1he -.xh-:h- Nrmy ol
the Cumberland had reached I\uslmllh-: and it was IILH;L';
officially divided into the Center, the Right, u1||+| the \,[.l-\
wings. George H. Thomas ceumnmmlv:% the ( vnh-'r:l. ke
ander MeDowell MeCook that of the Right, and 1 mtm.d.
L. Crittenden the Left wing. In 1__hn- [:I;:'.'|\1 wing u‘:*l'r. [ lr'-'l.l
Divisions—one commanded by Jefferson ( g Dhavis, o secon
B w Licigadde in pootler Bhvs

.;'l'u-l'l."h.lil u.u-w- & Brigadier Genersl, was i eommanid ul
HULIIE,
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iﬁ’r t:s{:"[{?}:;‘:&:‘f‘f;;{:h‘:::?lrrl,t Ith{;} third by Philip H. Sheridan
B t were the Divisions of Lovell H. Rousseau
rluﬁnl{[ﬁ‘up:::g gﬂl];hﬁt_ Kpntuckiq,n—-.]mnm; S. I’«L:agln;.,lr],3 b:::i
Divisions b, Tﬂlll‘, of Illinois; and in that of the Left were the
Curious to tl{}teﬂlnlils J. Wood, and Horatio P. Van Cleve.
o M n.mi ote, the rl\hnet:aenth was the only Illinois regi-
s i f:f]‘l:mii] in T\‘uglays Division. Rosecrans would
iy mil?i i a’fh“”“: however, until he had accumulated
o v I'::; llgltjunh at tha!’. place, and meanwhile this ga{ru
Ui'l"-m-iiuils tb an opportunity of displaying itself on frequent
e 5tmn.ge:5tv§1]'- l;u loomed [l’u?t_ Negley, one of the largest
Capital Cit thi' lae many fortifications thrown around the
sk wi,-; b u,.m front of that stronghold, interiorly
anliliers and o | open ground whereon thousands of people—
alreenn iizens—were wont to assemble of Sunday
“"“-r uv]”;m?] ‘\Tltllﬁﬁs the Dress Parade of the Nineteenth
e ‘_hl'“ a} 'ﬂ‘ E"'él by all to be the best drilled regiment; inJ
st ;3;' (i lle uml:rc:rfuryj_. But we had something more
Offisial 1 h: o than thus exhibit ourselves, as is shown by thL:
XX Ijl‘-u*l, g:lr: Iffﬂ;i‘i{i:ﬂﬂi{sm”i printed in Series 1, Volume
st A el . ecords of the Union ' i
::L:;,Lmlll'{{f;:*?br - é”“‘ﬁ".ﬁd under the direction uaf !'Iit.:xcf . giiﬂ-
Wi v.hjugmn’ ::t:l ] &%;;r : lished, pursuant to sets of Congress, at
o '.fr‘-l:t niﬁ?: ffhwaslabuut ended, but, undaunted by the
i tﬂwarli }1_ earing tlhat. General Bragg had come for-
s 5 him frfnn (_-Ilgtt.a,nuﬂgﬂ as far as Murfrees-
|1lltl't:hlidl-.:1niﬁm£cl “Ul"t:}' miles away, Roseerans at last
Htrugglé bclftc (-’ Wmu'ﬁhwlh’ boldly looking for a December
o Dﬂcu:mhe mf\l mt::r ql_la_rf_ers were taken up. The tentiu
and eam Jq'_!ljr i;lgl(:y . ])1\"!::6](]11 advanced about eight miles
b dﬁ : I . .ﬁn' e Franklin Pike, where we remained until
i y alter Christmas when a general movement of the
¥ was made towards where Bragg was awaitis @ it and
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as we marched southward we sang all “the woudl olil =o'
which Root and others had composed up to that L.
We did not know a= yet, however, that very soon one ol e
most severe battle of the Civil War, in which at least a fourth
of the entire foree on both sides would be placed hors combal
within three days, was to he our portion.

Two-miles or so westward of the town of Murfreeshora,
Tennessee, the railroad and the turnpike eross Stone River,
a sluggish tributary of the Cumberland ; and this triple e
of road, rail and sinuous stream was made the seene of =oe
of the most ohstinate fighting in the history of wars. Rose-
eran’s foree numbered about 44,800 men; that of Bragg was
perhaps a little less, but he was on grownd of his own ehoos-
ing. The two opposed battle lines ran from North to South
the turnpike, railroad and river already mentioned erossing
them at right angles and not far apart.  On the Union right
stood MeCook; then Thomas in the center: then rittenden
on the left. Facing them, from right 1o left, were Brecken-
ridge, Polk and Hardee.  Both armies were, fons oSt part
in a country roughly level, with forest fevdar thickets o=
pecially} and clearing intermingled.  On the wght of e
cember 20 the Union army approached the eneimny’s posit Lo
Negley's Division being in the center, and on the morning
of the thirtieth the Nineteenth, deployed as skirmishers,
entered the cedars and attacked the Confederates, driving

them across Wilkinson Pike into the wools, where our
further progress was suddenly checked by the uprizing of
very strong foree from behind brick-kilns: and there Colonel
Seott’s boys were compelled to fall back. Hardly more than
skirmishing here and there along the front wus indulged in
during the thirtieth, but at last night came down and the
contending forees slept on-a field which soon Lieegine roermnor-
able in American history. Some interesting and ALy
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incidents might be given here of our horse-meat
other sensations that night, but we pass that temptation by
and proceed with the batile itself, giving however, the
premier pas to the late George Cary Eggleston, a distin-

guished author and journalist, himself a soldier in the Con-
federate Army, who wrote:

“Bragg was an officer of great energy and activity, and
he had under his command a férce nearly if not quite equal
to that of his foe; and now that Rosecrans was in his front,
he determined to assume the aggressive and himself bring
on the action. His plan was absolutely identieal with that
of Rosecrans, namely to push forward his Left wing, envelop
and erush the enemy’s Right, and by successive right wheels
to destroy the foe or drive him into retreat. ,Thus Rosecrans
intended to begin the battle at one end of the line while
Bragg meant to begin it at the other. Each, of course,
massed his forees at the point where he purposed to make
his first assault, and each thus weakened his line af the point
which his enemy was planning to assail. As g COnsequence
the initiatory advan tage must of necessity lie with the force
which should sueceed in making itself the first BEEressor,
bringing on the engagement before the other was ready and

striking the other's weakest wing with his own strongest
divisions. That advantage fell to Bragg as a reward for his
alertness in striking as soon as possible after dawn on the
last day of the year 1862. He had so extended his left, as
completely to overlap Roseerans’ Right and he fel] upon it
in flank with resistess impetuosity. The force defending it
was quickly erushed and the ‘onfederates, advancing with
enthusiasm, bent back the next Division eneountered, and
after some strenuons fighting, forced it to retire Upon & new
line which Rosecrans hastily established at right angles to
that of the morning. The fighting continued with desperate

supper and
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: i R or on both sid i
determination and great slaught Confed

fal. The advantage was ['ﬂllr'w].li_l'l.lill.ll.‘l-il}’ u l-”u.:-l:.lllw
:"Li..{-‘.ﬁ though there was no declsive vie .IH-I.}_ S
Llfrn‘ ] "'ﬂ.nf-;hud been badly worsted, but he was ot y ihog 1
H'If"h'w"lr as not demoralized, and his own determing b :
it Gty ed.  He took account of his :mmuuutm“_' i 7
o llT‘Pfu:": rn'ui.t*i:t his communications, 1:111[1 I:‘.'h‘-ll::l. l.l.
lh!‘i‘:l;u]]f_lin]i?ll;.:miltinln EI.I'H..I renew the battle on the f r”'m;:;ﬁ:; .._xl :
: . [ roOn s L NS sl 2=
::jlzhe:l* as the assailant of hlﬁ_(lt[wu:}. iu;:nd.l]Illllum]%r l;{m- « 8
ﬁmfl'::::;ﬁit:“if:f{-t,lil:::s}:il{t:::,.lzn:iltlﬂﬁ, and it was not :Iilltll il
oo Jamuary, 160 hat thobaltlowme v,
ot 1ﬂtﬂ? iy i ";'rlul'l’rEw-r:hm'n and retivid
H‘"'#ﬂ! tbﬁlll':]:{:*mi:iht{: ITE::‘?:tll'ii.'Lllti{i;. h He reported 11[; 1"?_?;”'
1tﬂil-'\‘lit; l':ia,ttie--—u:hi{:h is variously knulwtl: lh:l:'nlllullj .: I:h' 4
I ! i 3 AL olehind :
t“!{““ o Ijl:; ]mn‘e.tj -lhn-ﬂ. On the other hand, iutl":f: ;
‘it::::}le"lf:;ﬁrt:)urtcd: g loss of 8,778 in killed and T‘::Ihl:.;
. ‘ : : Ene i ¢ i L]
Sal] ot 20 I B e e ot o hopgl
womewhat less than 11,000, s tw e sn 4 i
:::12?:1&1,[1{:(: and irrer:mu*i}luhlu-, s ::_:1 i||Lh.|l-}|l :.m,]-.l.llr:l :l; ;: ::: S
aken, as was usually the case with L syt of UEER
}I::{:;:’::HtEmt period of the war.  They :“1 1| : \-B:urll.]{% {I\JHI“”
uu.mtu and never trustworthy. _Bul_‘ ‘T lr “_u” ity
1 e on either side, they were far gre: i
uﬁﬁfiﬁ were more famous battles, and about as grea )
s U'r ”f-,llfl"l}rhﬂ‘tﬂt‘;& l.'::umlll.uj||5' aecounted o .m 1Hll]‘:f‘.lilf
s 'u'[ b rj‘!'llt‘.i.thi' loss admitted by the nnlwlij.ﬂf
F”*i‘_ﬂlt:lf-'m:‘:b rl‘t‘.; mlli of a foree of about 400 !;u.-nr 1.'”[
. MUlit‘ftlb :lmt which Lee, with a foree ol ji\ Ui, =l “.‘.
'“"ill'l?’ }J‘r}:ﬁkqu‘g' while the admitted i't'tﬁl-t'ui Lo “4'
}Tﬂ]i;:-e:u:h:;r:}, wha:-.m the army numbered 43,700 men, w:
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very nearly as great as that sustained by Burnside's army
of 120,000 at Fredericksburg, including the fearful slaughter
in the six terrible assaults upon Marye's Heights. Obviously
the Battle of Stone River must be accounted one of the
bloodiest struggles of the war, as well as one of the maost
heroically contested on both sides, "'

Before giving our account of this battle, we wish to
quote another distinguished authority as to that firs day's
lighting. In the ““ Appeal to Arms,” volume twenty of the
" American Nation” series (Harper & Brothers), Dr. James
Kendall Hosmer says: “Next day (December 31), the
Union left was promptly on foot, Van Cleve’s Division
crossing with alacrity the ford which separated it from Breck-
enridge; but just here eame upon their ears the sound of
battle from the southwest. Bragg, more prompt, had
attacked at dawn- ~Hardee, with two splendid divisions,
charging across the few hundred intervening paces. A
woeful unpreparedness prevailed on the Federal right;
the Division commander and Brigade commander, at the
end of the wing, were not immediately at hand, and the
horses of some of the batteries had been taken off to water.
This negligence was unpardonable before a soldier like
Hardee, whose principal lieutenant was Patrick Cleburne,
an Irishman full of the best martial quality of his race.
The Confederate charge could not be more impetuous;
MeCook's first Division, that of Johnson, was erumbled
up and consumed. Jefferson O Davis, who stood next,
having a little time to spring to arms, stuck longer, but soon
his division was in flight. Next came Phil Sheridan’s turn,
and by mid-forenoon the Federal right was turned hack
like a knife-blade half shut. But here, just at the hinge,
stood Thomas, stayer of onslaughts on bloody fields before
the present one.  On this day he was wanting in no point

ol conduet, and the men that surrounded him were worthy
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of their chief. His two divisions stood immovable: behind
them rallied the fugitives from the Right, that had been
driven but were not demoralized. Rosecrans, though sur-
prised, was neither dazed nor disheartened. 1In haste, re-
calling Van Cleve, whose troops eame back dripping from the
ford, he postponed his own scheme, galloping at once to his
Center.  He formed immediately a new line in front of the
Nashville Pike, a road which it was indispen=able to hold
and guard.  Whatever help can come to hard-pressed ranks
from the magnetism of a commander's presenee was abun-
dantly afforded that day. He rode from point to point of
greatest peril, the ecannon-ball that slew his chief of staff
grazing him.  Hardee, and also Polk, who in good time
had rushed in with the Confederate eonter, were sternly
held; and when the darkness came of a short winter day,
Bragg's vietory was not complete.

The cold night fell, the winter heavens dimly lighting
up the groups shivering by the eamp-fires and the dreadful
field with its burden of mutilation and death.  On New
Year's Day, 1863, the fight was not renewed till late in the
day, the Federals then seizing ground which thrcatened the
Confederate Right. On January 2, for a time, the com-
bat raged with fury, Breckenridge striking desperately.
His lines, nevertheless, were erushed by artillery, and with
their recoil the battle was over—a battle in which neither
side could claim to have won.  Bragg withdrew at once
thirty-six miles South, to Tullahoma, while Roseerans held
the field.”

Let us now look at this great Battle of Stone River, as
seen through the mind’s-eye of vivid memory by more than
one of those who, in the Nineteenth Hlinois, participated in
that combat of half a century ago.  On the Lust day of the
year 1862, we in the center had all the work on hand 1hat
could possibly be attended to; and as the surging sound of
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the tussle over on our right drew louder and louder, evi-
dently directing itself somewhat at our rear, we began to
choke in the throat, so to speak, to think of home, and to
wondering if our own turn would come soon. The right
was not so far off but we could see the enemy “doubling
up' the boys in blue, nor could we do anything toward their
relief, as the enemy was also close upon us, having advanced
along his entire line. We of Negley’s and Rousseau's
Divigions were holding the center; and meanwhile our
comrades were falling as the wheat falls before eradling
machines at harvest time. We could hear the hoarse shriek
of shell, the swilt rattle of musketry, the sound of buzzing
bullets, the impact of solid shot, the chug when human
forms were hit hard, the yells of pain, the cries of agony, the
fearful groans, the encouraging words of man to man, and
the death gasps which told of those who reported to the
iod of Battles. Hosmer speaks of the position formed by
the giving way of the Union Right as “like a knife-blade
turned back half shut;"” to us it seemed like an inverted A,
the point toward the foe, our own Division, lapping one side
of the acute angle.

For several hours the enemy’s effort to break this forma-
tion was fruitless. In vain the “'Johnnies” thundered against
us, firing their many cannon into our very faces at point
blank range. They came so close to our line that not only
did we see their every movement, but we could hear the
commands of their officers.  Still eloser they erept, but still
more firmly did Negley's soldiers hold the position at the
point of that inverted A, The ground was thick strewn
with dead and wounded; struck horses, no longer neighing
or whinnying, were agonizing in their frantic eries, Cannon
Lalls eut down trees around and over us, which, falling,
crushed living and dead alike.  “Steady, men, steady,”
sang out the Colonels. ‘'Steady, men, steady,” repeated

L

er

Tur Ningreentd ILLINOIS =5

the company officers; and the boys, true to themselves and
to the Colors, held steady, like the mighty ouk, whose acorn
came to be their Corps-Emblem in the course of things

HThere is a five-dollar hill in my wateh-Tol pocket.
Take it out when I'm done for,” suid o comende @1 our side.
In another moment the well-known chuck of bullet was heeard,
and that soldier went down, fatally wounded. Some in the
ranks were shouting challenges to the fighters across that
deadly field. “Why don't you come over and take us nto
camp?"”  “‘Hey, Johnny, step along this way, o little quick-
er!” “‘Ah, yes, Massa Heb, very well aimed, but it never
touched me.”  There were others, too, who were whispering
prayers, taught them when little children, by loving mothers
now weeping great tears of sympathy for and belief in the
adored son here at the front where we were learning that
death has a thousand doors to let out Life, as, in the midst
of unspeakable danger, we heard the leaves of memory
rustling as we thought of those whom we might never see
again,

No longer now could we stand up to light as bhrave men
love to fight, if fight they must. 1t seemed alinost sure
death, at least a wound, to those who stood erect, and,
obeying orders, gladly perhaps, we hugged old Mother Fartl,
meanwhile firing low in determined effort 1o slay the on-
rushing tide of Gray. The trees around were falling on
rank and file alike, breaking and maiming then; the bhullets
and shell-fragments were hitting hard and fast; and those
who were wounded were being quickly earricd back to where
courageous surgeons were sticking to their duty as galluntly
as any of the other commizsioned officers on the battle
line.

While we were thus hugeing the carth o young Adde-die-
Camp eame dashing up to where “Joe” SBeott was,  © Colo
nel, General Negley's complitnent=, and orders your Battal-
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ion to hurry to the support of yonder guns,” pointing as he
spoke to where Schultz's battery was feebly blazing away.
No sooner were the words uttered than Colonel seott, spring-
ing to his feet, sang out ‘' Attention, Nineteenth!” and all
and every one not dead or wounded as promptly obeyed his
command as they would have done were they back on the
parade field at Nuashville.

“Dress on the left. -Front! Forward, left oblique,
double-quick, march!” The sharp order was repeated along
a regimental line of men ever quick to obey, and off we
rushed. Into the jaws of death, into the very gates of hell,
as it were, the Regiment dashed, and presently we found
ourselves just behind all that was left of a famous hattery.
A short while previously there were six ““beauties” in active
use; now only three of them were left on wheels, though still
firing. Nearly all the gunners were down and out, and not
a horse was fit for use. Those of the Nineteenth who knew
how to load and fire cannon sprang to the help of the sur-
viving artillerymen. From eaisson to prolong those, Illi-
nots “dough-boys” jumped with powder bags or shell ;
charges were rammed home; percussions or primers were
placed; hurried aim was taken; the order to fire followed
quick, and so messages of destruction were hurled that
afternoon into soldiers not two hundred yards away. Then
came piteous appeal from a wounded artillery officer not to
let a single gun be captured, and several men of the Regi-
ment dragged the two pieces remaining on wheels into the
woods, to where we were now falling back.

By this time the enemy was so close that we could smell
their burning powder and see into their exulting eyes. For,
maddened by this resistance, Bragg was hurling the entire
left and center of his army against Negley and Rousseau’s
Divisions—what were left of them —yet was he being held in
partial check, with frightful slaughter. At length, however,
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Thomas ordered Rousseau to fall back out of 1he eedars and
form a temporary line on the open ground, so as to give
Negley a chance to retire to a higher and better position.
At this time, in order to check the enemy, the Nineteenth not
only remained in line, but Colonel Seott holdly advaneed it,
and it stayed there for nearly half an hour, being at one time
almost completely surrounded; then it fought its way out,
passing over large numbers of rebel dead and wounded in a
determined and suecessful effort to join the main bady.

On rising ground just West of the Nashville Pike and com-
manding the field, Rosecrans formed his new line, faeing
southwestward.  The divisions of John=on, Duavis, and
sSheridan were set in order; Van Cleve aod Wood woere
placed behind them in close reserve; all that wa= left of the
artillery was gathered in heavy masses, while to gain time
for this formation, and to keep m touch with Palier's
Division, on our ln;‘.ﬂ, it was necessary that Thomas' Corps
should check the further advanee of the defiant foe. Negley's
Division, and that of Rousseau, quickly rallied on the Colors;
one Brigade of Van Cleve came as support, and onee more we
were ready for those southern gentlemen, who, apparently,
seemed quite willing to do all that was expected of them.
At this eritical moment the lghting beeame as hot  aod
destructive as at any previous time.  Thriee did the ©Jolin-
nies"" assault our line—it was grand work on their part and
thrice were they, woefully torn with grape aud cannister and
musket balls, held in check, which was, of course. great work
on the part of the “ Yankees.”  The thrill of repulse was
more fierce even than that of attack had boen, ool all anen
were heroes then. By a concentrated effort the coemy next
tried to break through on our left and take the new line in
flank, but Palmer made that impossible,  Urgied by Polk,
their Bishop General, the Rebels strogeled hard to obtain
possession of a grove ealled Round Forest, and regarded as
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the key of our left, but all in vain. Then General Polk sent
across the river to Breckenridge, whose men had not yvet been
engaged, for reinforcements. Two brigades were promptly
sent at about three o'clock, and the attack on Round Forest
was renewed. It, too, was unsuccessful; and so badly was
the enemy smashed that it did little more until nearly five
o'clock. Then, summoning all their energies, the Confed-
erates dashed forward in one supreme effort; but Palmer’s
men met them with a bayonet charge which changed their
plan, and the fight in that part of the field was ended.
Meanwhile the rest of Bragg’s force attempled to break
Rosecrans’ new line by an attack in front, but his approach-
ing soldiers were greeted with a shower of grape and bullets
which nothing human could stand up under; and hardly
was the assault begun before it was ended. It was the
Confederates now who took to the woods, and the firing
ceased. 2

The first day of the great Battle of Stone River was over.

That evening our Regiment feasted on hot eoffee, hard-
tack, and horse steaks broiled on eoals; and while Rose-
crans and his Generals were holding a Council of War the
soldiers of the Army of the Cumberland were sleeping
peacefully on the ground, with overcoats and the twinkling
stars for their only covering. Next day—January 1, 1863—
very little was attempted on  either side. Negley's
Division was ordered to the extreme right to support
MeCook, in anticipation of a second effort of the
enemy; and Van Cleve's Division, with one of Palmer's
brigades, was sent to seize some heights on the Fast side of
the river and plant batteries there. This movement was not
disecovered by Bragg until the morning of January 2, on which
date Roseerans, anticipating an attack on his left, brought back
our Division, and posted it to the right and rear of Sam
Beatty's troops who were beyond the river, while fifty-eight
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cannon were concentrated back of Negley, on clevated
ground. - Breckenridge impetuously attacked our left,
routing two brigades of the first line and driving them pell-
mell to the river and aeross it. It seemed eertain that Van
Cleve would be driven from the heights unless help reached
him promptly.

“Who'll lead the way?” demanded Negley. “Who'll
save the Left?” he called out, thus asking for volunteers for
a most dangerous and almos=t impossible undertaking.

“The Nineteenth linois!” answered Colonel Seott
and so it eame about that Ow's led the dash ar double-
quick through the river—the water was over the hips of the
tallest, up to the ears of the shortest men-—upon the enemy.
This incident was set to verse by a soldier in another regi-
ment, and to musie by George Root, famous as the com-
poser of many war songs; and the words of that glorious
anthem may be found on another page. Up the muddy
bank right at the foe the soldiers of the Nineteenth threw
themselves, and close at their heels rushed the rest of the
division. Unable to withstand this sudden onslaught, but
quickly firing a volley into the ranks of the advancing troops,
the Confederates turned and fled the seene. 3\ private in
Company D had the good fortune to capture a rebel Hag in
that wonderful dash beyond Stone River; and it was alter-
ward exhibited at the great Sanitary Fair in New York

whieh Mrs. Mary Livermore lud gotten up for the heneti
of sick and wounded soldiers.  In this gallant charge the
Nineteenth also eaptured several canmon; and e may read

in the official report of the part taken in the battle by Com
pany H, Fourth United States Artillery, this striking sen-
tence: ““In place of our dizubled piece, the Nineteentl
Iinois Infantry gave us one captured from the enemy.”
The Battle of Stone River was over. Soon Brage's
shattered army was mile= away, and Murfreeshoro was
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oceupied by Union troops. Rosecrans sent this dispatch:
“We have fought one of the greatest battles of the war, and
are vietorious.  Our entire success on the thirty-first of
December was prevented by a surprise of the right flank:
but we have, nevertheless, beaten the enemy, after a three
days’ battle. They fled with great precipitancy on Satur-
day night. The last of their columns of cavalry left this
morning. Their loss has been heavy.” And to this message
came a speedy reply, not from the General-in-Chief but,
from the Executive Mansion, and signed A. LINCOLN:
““Your dispatch announcing retreat of the enemy has just
reached here, iod bless you, and all with you! Please
tender to all, and aceept for yourself, the Nation’s gratitude
for your and their skill, endurance, and dauntless courage.”

And Halleck, the General-in-Chief, dispatched: “You
and your brave army have won the gratitude of your Country
and the admiration of the world. The field of Murfreeshoro
is made historical, and future generations will point out the
places where 8o many heroes fell, gloriously, in defense of the
Union.  All honor to the Army of the Cumberland—thanks
to the living, and tears for the lamented dead,”

In Eddy's “ Patriotism of Ilinois” it is declared that in
this terrible affair no regiment vindieated its manhood more
generously than the Nineteenth Ilinois, and that book says:
“On the thirtieth of December the regiment had but little
to do and lost only nine men. The next morning it was up
early in line of battle, although the men had scarcely eaten
anything and slept on the ground without their blankets,
which were in the wagon trains, miles to the rear.  Soon,
by the sound of the musketry, it was evident the rebels had
turned our right. Thomas had lost part of his artillery and
the veteran troops were retiring. PFurther back, toward
the rear, firing opened. Then the Nineteenth prepared for
the fight. They changed front, fixed bayonets, and charged,
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the foe retiring before their tervible onset. Heavy living
commenced, and a storm of bullets whistled throughe their
ranks. At the first fire Corporal Daggy fell mortally
wounded. The enemy were repulsed, but the Twenty-
seventh Illinois were hard pressed and needed aid.  The
Nineteenth faced to the right and as cooly s if on drill the
men marched, with the lamented Seott at their head, through
a terrific fire of shot and shell and took position by the side
of the Eighteenth Ohio.  Edgarton's Battery had  been
taken and was turned upon them, and other hatteries opened
a fearful fire. Word cane that they were surrounded and
must cut their way out.  They fueed about again, fixed
bayonets, rushed into a cedar swaanp, Toveed ther way out,
and, forming on the left of Sheridan moved to the front
went again into action.  They had hardly 2ot o position
before portions of the Division fell back and the rebels il
vanced. General Negley ovdered the Nineteenth to st
firm until the rest could [orm, wnd for ball an hoare, with
the rebels on their front and flanks, it held baek the -
vancing hosts until the Fighteenih Ohio and Forty-=ceond
Ilinois were formed, and then it retired 1o the center s
reserve.

“On Friday, those who knew the position of Van Cleve's
division, felt certain that when the rebels did come it would
fall upon the extreme Left. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon
the fierce cannonading which had prevailed for some tfime on
the Left was aceomnpanied by o deafening erasie of  mus-
kl.ﬂ]‘]g,-', and it was evident the batthe was ceneyvocd e earne=t.
The enemy massed three of his diviswons, i’ Snderaon -
and Breckinridge's, the whole under commond of the latter,
and hurled them against Van Cleve. e men bravely
withstood the onset, but were literully overwhelmed by
superior numbers and two of the brigades were broken 1o
pieces.  The other held its ground manfully, but Lo save
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; bemg_surmunded had to retreat, and the whole were pushed
back in disorder into and across the river. The rebels were
preparing to follow when Negley suddenly appeared in com-
pact line of battle. His practiced eye at once saw the
danger unless an almost superhuman effort was made. He
f*nde rli..p:ldl}’ to their front, and, in his elear voice, shouted:

Who will save the Left?’ 1In an instant came back the
reply from the gallant Scott: ‘The Nineteenth linois!’
“The Nineteenth it is then! By the left flank, mareh!’
was the command. Seott put his cap on his sword and
shouted ‘Forward!" His men lay down and fired one
volley, then rose, fixed bayonets, and started upon that
grand charge which saved the day, one as immortal as the
charge of Balaklava. Into the river they plunged waist deep
although a whole rebel division was disputing the passa,gej'
up the precipitous bank, bristling with bayonets; baring
their heads to the pitiless leaden rain; against bayonet and

""hu.t' and shell; careless of the storm that was tearing through
their ranks; unmindful of the brave fellows falling in the
bloody track they made, they swept on, resistless as a
Nemesis,

“ At the top of the hill the rebels try to make a stand but
they are shivered like a glass as the Nineleenth strikes
them. They hesitate, they stand as if dumb with amaze-
ment at this terrible charge.  Their ranks waver, they
break and flee, the Nineteenth closely followed by the
!‘]ll-vtnlh Michigan and Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, pour-
ing destruction through their fugitive ranks.-———Across the
open fields they rush to the proteetion of their batteries be-
yvond, but the march of the Nineteenth is like the march of
Fate.  Regardless of the fact that the field is swept by the
IJ'H:HI.'.FJT, they still roll back the rebel foe, vainly trying to
seize upon every ridge and clump as a means of defense.
Over the cornfields, up to the very muzzles of the guns in
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spite. of their belehing fury and sheeted Humne, over the
parapet, and the battery belongs to the Nineteenth. The
Left is saved. The day is ours—the vietory is won, and thus
the Nineteenth vindicated its good name and made one of
the grandest and most glorious charges of the war.

The Regiment lost in killed and wounded one hundred
and twenty-four out of three hundred and forty wen. (o
nel Scott was seriously wounded in the passage of the river,
and died some months after from the effeet= of the woumd. ™

Such is the story, in briel, of the Nineteenth's fir=t greal
battle, and if there are many more bloadier combats o
record, or if there iz one where hetter lighting opadities b
[Tnion soldiers was ‘,“Hl]l“:'.'l"lj. wie know nonot. A Atrange
incident of the elosing scenes of this remarkabde combal g
now be recorded.  The day after that lust day's fighting,
soldiers were detailed from every Union reglinent to go oul
to the help of the wounded still on the field of strife, aiud Lo
give the dead Christian burial.  In that srucsome task
the men of the Nineteenth came on the badly torn corpse
of a soldier in faded blue.  They decided that the remain-
were those of a member of e Regiment, awl with gentle
hands and tender thoupli= they placed thed Beadv ander a
few inches of sontheen carthe They gor o bl sined worat
on it the initials of the vaee ad Pl euinebser ok tlee gl
of this dead Union =oldier, as they then beheveds The naane
thus designated was none other than that of the presem
writer, at the moment on his way to Libhy  Prison. A
month or go later a letter from that foul pen gave the roster
of the Nineteenth boys then at Richmond, and when Lis
Comrades in 1D Company thus learned that their Jamented
Comrade was ** alive and kicking” there was great rejoicing.

Writing from Murfrecshoro January 14, 1863, to the
Chicago Evening Journal, Adjutant Bang- pave a correcied
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list of the killed, wounded and missing of our Regiment in
the Battle of Stone River, and he said:

“Colonel Seott, though seriously wounded, will recover.
He has excellent care at the hands of his mother, who has
ecome down since the battle. He is the guest of Mr. D. D.
Dickey, of Nashville. Major Guthrie’s wound was slight,
and has not ineapacitated him for duty. The balanee of the
officers marked ‘seriously’ pr ‘slightly wounded,’ have
good care at Hospital No. 14, Nashville.  Surgeon Bogue
did excellent service. He had charge of a hospital which,
on the 31st, fell into the hands of the enemy; consequently
he had to attend to the wants of the wounded of both armies.
On January 2d, the ground was regained by our forces and
held. Our Chaplain, Rev. -A. H. Conant, was with him
assisting in taking care of the wounded on the 31st. When
the balls were flying around the hospital from both sides,
he took a red flag, walked over to the enemy’s lines and
politely informed them of the fact of that house being used as
a hospital, and requested them to shoot either one side or the
other, as the inmates were probably badly enough wounded
already.  Assistant Surgeon Bailhache, although detailed
in charge of a hospital in Nashville, left that post and hurried
to the scene of action to attend to the wants of the boys of
the Nineteenth. Too much praise cannot be given to our
Acting Quartermaster, Lieut, Alvah Mansur. By his pre-
eaution in supplying himself with rations before the battle,
our boys had plenty of hard bread, meat and coffee, while
in many instances other regiments subsisted on nothing but
roasfed corn, It is not necessary to speak of the bravery of
any officer or man of the Nineteenth, Enough to say the
men fought bravely, and the officers were at their posts,
leading, not following their different, commands.”

Wounded—Col. Jos. R, Seott, thigh; Maj. James V.
Guthrie, face,
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Co. A—Killed—Corp. Ira A. Pease; Privates Devillo
I.. Holmes, Thos. A. Moore. Wounded — Sergls, W,. .
Wildey, arm; R. G. Sylvester, head ;. Corp. ‘:h:ih. Ferr,
leg; Privates R. P. Blanchard, side: A I-alg.:lvll, Lo,
M. C. Kennedy, leg; Joseph L. Slagle, side: Chas. H
Tuthill, hand; Geo. Uttz, abdomen, dicd Jan. 2;  Saml
Worden, shoulder.  Missing ~Christopher A Aulves
sinee Dee. 31.

Co. B—Killed—Corp. Geu. Ryerson;  Privates Isaawe
L. Kenyon, Chas. M. Leason, J. O. liies “rirHH'.Ilr:rIr
Capt. A. Murchison, back; Licut. John 1 Hunter, l.hjj-_ih'.
Sergt, Thos, Robison, shoulder; Corp. H. B. Worth, finger;
Privates Geo. Dugan, thumb; Thos. Turnbull, thuly;
ieo. T, Sharver, thigh; J. W. Oziah, lip; Columbus Morgan,
abdomen, died Jan. 7; M. Douglas, foot; J. M. Deacox,
arm; Walton Craig, leg.  Missing - Corp. I 1. Kennedy,
gince Dee, 31.
 Co, C—Killed —Corp. Henry  Sweezy. |'I'u.=e.'.r1’..:f|r
Lieut. Washington 1. Wood, hamed: g EBaelivan Cratk,
].l:g; Privates -Il]ll]] [ vies, il.‘lrl.l.l, II|I||4'||‘-|I |. | bspaanecd I.'|.II|.||.
Peter Boskourt, armi; Cha=. Lilar, neck Willizoen M, Batis,
leg; Frank Seguin, arm and side; Fidwurd MeCabe, leg.

Co. D—Killed—Cotp. Robert MeCracken. W ueineded
Sergt., James Goldsmith, side, died January 1st; Caorp. 1
Clay Daggy, hip; Corp. W. B. Taylor, lv_;.{: Priviates John
Tanzy, back, and taken prisoner; Thos. Willard, hl-g; Henry
E. Carter, leg; Jacob Balls, breast; Joseph .‘-'uulll_t, ln_:mi;
Saml. Maddin, shoulder, Missing—Jus. H. Haynie, sinee
December 31: Murray W. Smith, zinee December 31.

Co. E—Killed—None. Wounded -Corp. Joseph C.
Huntington, hand; Privates John L5 AL Stevens, IIIIJI'IIII-”'& ;
David MeArthur, face; John Hays, hip; John C. P. Noble
mortally, died Jan, Gth; Thos. . Welsh, hip; Thos. IKing,
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thigh; George Joel, mortally.  Missing—Corp. Peter F.
Guthrie, since Dec. 31,

Co. H—Killed—Jesse Maxwell. Wounded—Capt, Gar-

riott, leg; Lieut. Wood, bowels, died Jan. 5; Sergt. Yolney
C. Johnson, leg, and taken prisoner; Corp. Sumner Har-
rington, side; Corp. Wm. Haggarty, arm, and taken prisoner;
Corp. L. B. Thomas, knee; Corp. John H. Snyder, thigh:
Privates, Henry E. Wells, arm® Geo. F. Fleming, arm, and
taken prisoner; Geo. B, Sickles, shoulder; Jas. W. Carson,
wrist, and taken prisoner; John Benham, ankle and taken
prisoner; Jas. F. Coleman, eye, and taken prisoner ; Josiah
Suter, leg; M. Stoughton, thigh; Chas. G. Bates, wrist.
Missing—Geo. Kearns, since December 31.

Co. I--Killed—John Tritteau. Wounded—Henry Harms,
back; Frank Hogan, shoulder; Richard Dohring, arm:
Joseph Matt, leg.  Missing—Lyman M. Jones, sinee Dee.
3lst.

Co. K—Killed—Sergt. Daniel W. Griffin.  Wounded—
Lieut. V. B. Bell, head; Sergt. 8. H. Scadden, leg; Corp.
Frank Russel, head; privates J. C. Fullerton, mortally,
died Jan. 3; . Bullen, side; P. Smith, mouth; R. Peirrelott,
thigh.  Missing—Jas. Dwyer and Thomas Johnson, since
* December 31st.

AnJuTanNT BANGs Story orf THE BATTLE oF StonE Rivie

I will begin this account of our First Fight* with the move-
ment of General Rosecrans’ Army from Nashville during the
last week of December, 1862, We had been having a long
resting spell there, and in the meantime Rosecrans, appointed
to command the Army of the Cumberland the previous
October, was maturing his plans for a grand forward move-

*ur good Comrade™s claim that this was ihoe Regiment's fleat fobt s er-
ronesus, us will be seen by reference to the main text.  But it cortsinly wna our first
great hatile,
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ment. Murfreesboro® must be taken at all Lazards, amd,
in the event of success there, Tullahoma and Shellivville
would soon be within our lines, thas removioe all Barriers 1o
the ultimate eapture of thal important kev, Chiatfanong
Our command left Nashville about Bve o'clinck A ML Thecen-
ber 26, and marched along the Franklin Pike vonil we reached
Russell PikF!; had |]-I'Ul'i‘l.'1.il'li aboul seven |||i'u'-, when wie
took a cross road with the intention of striking the Nolens-
ville Pike.

Before reaching Nolensville we heard the rour of cannon,
the first time many of us had heard it in hattle, and shorily
after we saw the flash and smoke of the enemy’s guns, still
a long way off, evidently dispuling the advanee of our
(’-!L\-‘EL'I'}'. This flll'llllj_‘., if I HRE, WHE Frrov o odietaeh ment
which was objecting to MeClook’s entrance i Soden=ville.

We scon struck the Pike, aod the divers csprossions of
delight at again finding good Macadon wnder our feet can
be readily imagined. On reaching Nolens=ville, we marched
through the town, then went into camp about o mile south of
it, knowing well that we were now in the midst of the enemy
with their eavalry about us, bound to try in every way
possible to retard our advance, so as to give Brage an oppor-
tunity to concentrate his lorces.  Because of the poor roads,
the wagons failed to show up, and as the boys were without
knapsacks, itis easy to see the kind of thne we had in pitehing
camp after a fatiguing day’s march through a pouring rain.
Next day we were marched back to the town.  Meanwhile
the wagons had arrived, but before anybody could elam his
own an order came to ‘‘reduce baggage!” This meant to
throw out everything in the shape or boxes, mess chesiz,
extra clothing, ete., and all tents except one Sibley for cach
company, and one small tent to a company for its officers.

*uriog 1w provious nutuimen andl early winter, the Confederates bl been Buoe
Ul sl vies .-illll,q.|;' tn and ahout Morfreesbors, firm e the belief that the Upiom ferecs
wokild Bt owe befure apring, but O8] Rasey ™ thoughit differently.
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The Field and Staff were to get on with a large tent, while
a small one was provided for the Adjutant.

Quartermaster Sergt. Downs and I were left behind to
superintend the work of removal; we had the surplus car-
ried into a house, and a guard was placed in charge thereof.
It was raining hard all this time, but we finally got the wagons
started for the new camp. The Regiment had taken a eross
road to reach the Murfreeshoro Pike; we certainly saw
worse roads afterward, but at that time we thought we had
“struck the limit!"” It finally eleared off, however, and the
maoon shone brightly; on either side and toward the front
we could hear the rumblings of big guns, with an oceasional
sharp rattle of musketry, which reminded us foreibly that
“the eruel war' was on.  As Downs and I rode along, our
escort close at hand, we felt well, indulged in a few songs, an
oceasional heart to heart talk of old times, and meanwhile
enjoying that great solace of the soldier of every country,
a pipe and tobaceo.  Danger lurked on all sides; the rum-
bling guns told us that every step of the way was being con-
tested; we were experiencing the first taste of real war.
Our senses were alert; we would have been surprised at
nothing, yet for all that, I can only look back on that night's
ride as a pleasure never to be forgotten.

Late on the twenty-seventh the Regiment camped
within half a mile of the Murfreeshoro Pike, in the timber,
but only two wagons succeeded in getting through that last
muddy road.  Having plenty of wood, we built good fires,
made “feather beds” of cedar boughs, and “slept soundly
within sound of the enemy’s guns.” Next day we remained
in that timber camp, and one by one the wagons came
straggling in, the drivers “saying things" as to the roads
and everybody pretty well tired out. Here it was learned
that the order to " reduce baggage’ was somebody’s blunder,
and though the teams were almost completely exhausted,

'“.._ H
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they were sent back, with Downs in charge Tor the tents aund
other things at Nolensville.  That evening Mujor Ciuthrwe
and 1 took a ride 1o the front.  We saw the Confederade
pickets a little way down the road; our own pickets were
only a few yards in front of us; as they were firing at one
another, and as we could hear the bullets breaking through
the branches over our heads we soon concluded that it was
not absolutely necessary for us 1o remuain just there, and =0
we rode back again.

The morning of Deceinher 29, our Division was oederd
on o reconnaissance to the vighi: we strck ofl diagsonally
and in less than an hour we ron into the coeny i the shage
of a battalion of cavalry. A battery opened on them, and

for a short while things were very exciting,  Whenever a
shell burst among the Confederates, we could see the men
and horses fall to the right and left, while those near would
scatter, then rally quickly to their places and fill the gap-
thus made. In our cooler moments we might shudder uat
the thought of human beings being thus struck down, bl
now we were exulting over seeing men fall, their ranks dis-
organized, their advance checked by death. But such 1=
war., We shot to kill; and no one thought fur a moment
of raising his musket =0 that the bullet might pass harmles-1:
over the opposing foe.  That night we went into camp
again, this time direetly in front of the Confederates, thes
being lined up in front of Mursfreeshoro.  We slept in the
mud and rain; our teams were we knew not where; and il
they had been within a few hundred yards, they would have
been of no use, as we could not have left our advanced
position. The boys were minus tents or blankets, and
without the privilege of making coffee, as no fires were
allowed. Now an American voluntecr soldier will standd ol
most any neeessary thing in the line of hard =ervice, given
u reasonable eause, but deprive him of his coffee, and he 1=
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apt to use language! and no doubt some of the Nineteenth
did on this oceasion.

During our advanee on the fore part of that day an inei-
dent occurred that is worth mentioning. At a small clear-
ing there was a little log house, the home of a young couple
probably just starting out in life; there were the beginnings
of a garden, some ecribs and pens, a few chickens, and a pig;
but the family had departed in a hurry, leaving everything
behind them. Inside the cabin; the bed was nicely made up;
articles of clothing were hanging here and there on the walls;
the one room was as spick and span as could be. I might
have made use of a blanket that night, and with it slept
more comfortably, still T could not bear to touch a single
thing in that neat little home. Yet it was a dead certainty
that when the main body of troops eame along, not a serap
in that cabin which might be worn or used in any way would
be left. We of the Nineteenth had not yet made up our
minds to “subsist on the enemy.”

December 30, 1862, was a momentous and never to
be forgotten day to the Nineteenth Illinois.  Our Division
had been ordered to the front, and soon the Baitle of Stone
River was on, although as yet only in a small way., The
Regiment was deployed as skirmishers for the Brigade, and
it advanced until it struck the enemy, when a sharp fire was
opened on both sides, which was decidedly spirited. 1 wish
to say right here that no body of experienced veterans
could have exceeded the members of our Regiment for cool
and deliberate attention to the business before them. We
took advantage of trees and of all obstruetions, as skirmishers
should ever do, but there was no serambling, no hurrying,
no excitement.  Lines were maintained as closely as possible;
and, let me say here, the admirable courage and common
sense displayed by our Officers, and particularly by Colonel
Seott, were incentives to bring out the best there was in us.
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It was the first time [ was under fire; 1 dido't know whether
to be afraid or not; and indeed there was not niuch time to
think about that sort of thing, a: Colonel Seott was golug
here and there, and T was putting in mo=t of v time on the
double-quick! But of one thing 1w sure. ballets were

spon whistling around my head in fine =10l gkt
tively few of the boys were hit, and 1 ofven wornbor liow that
could pﬂtvltiihl}’ hl.'!,, as the Fescden nessengers were bggcing
around our heads like swarming bees.  We knew the bul-
lets were thick, and we heard them on all =ides; the old
estimate that for every soldier killed in battle his weight in
lead has been shot away, is indeed a true one, A bulle

makes a peculiar noise as it goes whizzing by: frequently,
one involuntarily dodges it—the action can't be helped.
The thought of saving one's-selfl is very guick in its action
but the bullet that iz coming is too swilt in flight to dodge.

That night we slept on the field of strife, well to the front,
however, but the day was rather again=t than for us, al-
though our position had been maintained.  We had surely
received our baptism of fire all right, and as becomes brave
men. Many of the boys were laid low; we were assembilid
on the Colors; our beds were on the hard ground, well
aligned, and we had plenty of time to think over the events
of that day and to realize that the morrow would perhap-
be one of still fiercer fighting. My mind again reverted
to the admirable coolness of our Officers; every one was o=
clear-headed as though on parade; every one was in hi-
place, ready, willing, prepared, and all received Seott’s
orders as he gave them, with cooliess and deliberation.

The ball was reopened on the morning of the thirty-firs
of Deeember by the artillery of our Division, and from the
word go it was hot cvery minute of the time. The firs
task of the day was to regain the ground loet by MeCook,
Roussean and VanCleve were sent over to the right, aoed
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after several hours of severe fighting, in which our Division
took active part, a new position was established and main-
tained. But the hardest fighting for our Division fell upon
it that alternoon. The Rebels had placed guns near an old
brick-kiln, and were doing deadly work, for we were exposed
to a flank fire on the right, whence McCook had fled. Our
left flunk became exposed, our right was wide open, and we
were obliged to fall back, as we did in perfect order, however,
We assisted in caring for the wounded; none was left on
that part of the field passed over by the Nineteenth. Four
of us carried a soldier from another regiment; he thought
he was not badly hurt, but begged like a good fellow not to
be left on the field, fearing he would fall into the hands of
the enemy. He wanted me to examine his wound; a small
blue spot near the heart, from which no blood had flowed.
I could not but feel that he was badly wounded, but did not
tell him 0. We laid him down in a comfortable place,
entirely out of harm's way, and were obliged to leave him
there.

The fire we sustained on that advanced position was
terrible; all the cannon in front seemed to be determined
to make things as uncomfortable and dangerous for us as
possible. It was almost point blank range, so they had it
“down to a nicety” for the Regiment. A shell burst in the
ranks, killing one man in Company B and another in Com-
pany (. A solid shot eul down a large tree and several men,
including one in Company D, were badly injured. The
arder to retire reached us none too soon.  So the Nineteenth
fell back, but presently, when we eame within sight of the
main support, we made another stand, where some rocks
had been piled up, and here we held the foe in check until

the whole Division had secured safer ground. But the Con- -

federates discovered this backward movement, and came
rushing ahead, foolishly supposing us to be in full retreat.
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The losses on both sides were heavy, and oo poor fellow
was seriously wounded, Licwtenant Bell |ooaren o Plantaer,
and Captain Garriott aonong the nuber, W swere iy s
the protection of the whole Fourvteenth Corpes, and the Rebels

could follow us no farther. That night we bivouacked in
comparative safety, the railroad enbankment affording us
good breastworks. It was practically the last of the hand
fighting on the thirty-first, though we coulil hear the ramble
of big guns long after we had gone to rest.  Our loss in these
two days was eight killed, fifty-two wounded, and eighteen
missing, a total of seventy-cight.  Compared with losses in
some other regiments this was small; but when we think
of our advanced and exposed position, at short range, it
seems almost miraculous that it was so slight.

On New Year's Day, 1863, our Division was not engaged,
although it could not be called a day of rest for us.  There
was fighting over on the Right, and MeCook, with the wid
of other troops, succeeded in regaining some of his lost
ground, and held his new position. But the attack ou
MceCook was merely a feint, as was soon shown,  Thai
night General Bragg was moving the bulk of hiz arnny 1o
his Right, hoping to crush our Left, where General Crit-
tenden was in command.  Bragg believed he had the best ol
us, and he probably had some reason for thinking so.  Very
little fighting was indulged in that day, however, and the

troops on both sides retived to rest at an early hour.  Nexi
morning Negley’s Division was moved (o the Left antil we
came in touch with General VanCleve,  The Regiownt

orders were to support the artillery, md as 500 a5 we were
in position, just behind a rise of ground that coneealed us
from the enemy, and close to the viver, T hod leisure 1o run
to the top of the hill and take in the situation. .\ lictle
to our right, on a beautiful piece of grouwnd, Hfty-two pieces
of artillery had been parked, ready now and waiting for the
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foe's advance. General Breckenridge, having been largely
reinforced, was massing his whole command, with the in-
tention of breaking Rosecrans’ left. The Confederates
were under cover of heavy timber, and we could see prac-
tically nothing; but “Old Rosey” evidently knew of the
move, and was preparing to give them a warm reception.
Well, they got it!

About three o’clock the Rebels moved out—they did
present a formidable appearance and no mistake. How-
ever, they had hardly shown their colors when the park of
artillery just mentioned opened fire on them.  Colonel
Van Schroeder, Chief of Artillery, was there, and it almost
seems as though he personally sighted every gun, so deadly
was the fire.  Talk about the horrors of war; the Confed-
erates were advancing a solid mass; and those fifty-two
cannon were being fired into them as swiftly as efficient
soldiers could swab out and reload. The continued roaring
of the guns was like the volleying of infantry. It was the
most magnificent battle scene 1 ever saw.,  The Confed-
erntes kept advaneing, and while their attack seemed only
hali-hearted, it looked as though our Left would have to give
way. Then General Roseerans came riding along; asking
for Palmer's Division and gaining no reply, he called out:
“Who'll save our Left?” Colonel Seott stepped quickly
forward and said: ‘‘Here is Negley's Division; we'll save
the Left!” The order was given, and we did save the Left.
We advanced quickly and in perfect order; the Nineteenth
llinois led the way and was first to eross the river.  The
fighting which followed was terrible; indeed in many parts
of the field it was a hand-to-hand engagement.  The stroggle
was hitter, but of ghort duration. One account of the combat
says that after the charge of Negley’s Division, the fighting
omly lasted half an hour, but 1 was there, and I know it
continued at least an hour, if not longer. The enemy fought,

Tag NiNereesTn [LoiNo = 27

like tigers, but finally gave way, leaving everything bebind
them—eannon, accoutrements of all kinds, small arie
together with their wounded and dying.

: On the final charge the Nineteenth Hlinois captured fou
picces of artillery belonging to the celebrated Washington
Battery of New Orleans.  The survivors of that Batter
have since made the boast that it never lost a gun until the
Battle of Chancellorsville; nevertheless, T believe we took
four of their guns at Stone River, When I arvived at the
place where those brave artillerymen made their last stand.
m'.d I was among the first, their dead and wounded were
lying around, some of them in horrible condition. 1 asked
one poor fellow the name of the Battery, and he told me
distinetly it was the Washington. We knew that tha
]I!nul.ll:ll‘j-' was in Bragg's command, and were elated over the
fact that we were the first to wheel its eaptured guns Lo the
rear.  If 1 am not mistaken, we also captured two Con-
federate flags. In passing over the ficld, 1 came upon i
soldiers lying as close as they could 1o u big log: one of them
was badly wounded, but the other was all right.  As soon
as 1 came within hailing distance the uninjured one eollod
to me, begging permiszion to go with his brother and take
care of him. I never heard s more pitiful pleacin all iy life;
he didn't care where he himsell was taken. or whiad |.ujg:J|l
happen to him, if he were anly allowed to care for his wound-
ed brother. He said they hal no desire o go back into the
Rebel ranks; that they had been forced Juin the {oun-
Iiurh-r:whr Army, and that they had avoided taking a fighting
part in every way. They looked like well-to-do Southerner-
of the better elass, conversing intelligently,  The one that
did most of the talking declared their sympuathies were ol
wilht the South, but that they had been pressed into the
service and were now making the best of it. 1 bolieve thev
told the truth. When the ambulance COrPs cane uhm“..i.
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Battle. We were obliged to wait for our wagons, contain-
ing provisions, tents, and possibly mail from the Noil
{ which had difficulty in finding us. We talked sgain ol
again of the incidents, both great and small, of the fow
days’ fighting; we thought of our wounded Colonel, il
wondered if he would ever be with us again; and we thougli

ol our comrades of all ranks, dead, wounded, and missing

l now, but were brave when the trying moments were on then

: h and us; men who had stood up, facing the foe in mortal
t strife, who were worthy of the regiment to which we all a-

longed—the Nineteenth Hlinois Infantry.

Lesuie G, Banus,
IYirst Lieutenant and Adjutand
NMincteenth Hinos ITnfantey




